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I’m going to talk about an aspect of Dion Fortune’s magical work that’s especially relevant to us now, her work with our planet, the Earth.  In one of her books she calls the Earth the Planetary Being, and describes it as “ …a vast Elemental composed of the consciousness (using the word in a wide sense) of each one its children – the children being all the lives upon the earth, humans , beasts, birds, reptiles, fish, insects.”  We would perhaps also now want to include ‘Faery’ in that definition. 

The concept of magical work with the Planetary Being is fundamental to all aspects of her work, although it’s a subject she wrote very little about specifically. But in the current extreme situation which faces us and our planet, there can hardly be any aspect of magic that is so vitally relevant to us here and now. Though I think that in order to discover what she does have to teach us on the subject, we do need first to understand what she actually meant by the concept of “magic.”
 

In essence, magic is very, very simple. That’s not to say that it’s easy! It’s extremely challenging. But it is, essentially, very simple. Her own definition can hardly be bettered. It is the art of causing changes in consciousness according to will. In other words, magic is learning how to raise your level of conscious awareness, deliberately, when you choose, away from the physical world and into the Inner planes of creation that lie beyond the appearances of the physical world.  So that gradually, each of the ascending levels of the Inner planes become as real to you as the mundane physical world that we can see and hear at the moment.  

The process was beautifully described some 5000 years ago by the ancient Egyptian Priesthood, and in a single word: Kephera, which means ‘to become’ or ‘to transform.”  So Magic is the ultimate journey in which you will become all that you may be, not just in the sense of your character or current identity, not just in this or the next lifetime, but gradually reaching back to the very source of your Being, your unique Divine Spark.
The purpose of this, is not to escape from the earth but to live more fully in this very moment, here and now, on this earth. And if you do this, it enables you to become a more active participant in the evolution of the Planetary Being - to become more positively involved in what the earth and all who live upon it, human, Faery, and creature, may become.  
DF writes: “There is no thing on earth, no thought brought through to earth which does not concern the Planetary Being – however great or lofty, however mean or base.  It is the duty of the children (of the earth mother) by their development to aid hers. As you develop through the Ages so do you carry this vast parent and her development along with you.”

There are three main aspects to Dion Fortune’s teaching in magical work, and each equally important, particularly when you’re working magically with the Planetary Being.  First, there is her teaching on the only reliable way to achieve this necessary change in consciousness, which is through long and regular practice of meditation, typically by focusing on a series of carefully chosen symbols. Unless you are able to quieten your mind to one level of reality, you can’t move onto the next level. 
Second, there is her teaching and guidance on what you might expect to find on the Inner planes when you get there: the forms, the powers and presences of the Inner worlds, the Gods and Goddesses. You need an Inner world Itinerary, a map, and a guide book. She teaches you how to safely relate to the many and wondrous Beings you will encounter on the Inner planes, how to invoke their presence, how to bring them through into your lives. 
And third, she offers practical support in your belief that all of this is not just for your personal benefit but is a part of the working through of the Divine purpose. 
These different aspects of magical work are often referred to as the three magical rays: the Hermetic Ray of Knowledge, the Green Ray of Nature, and the Devotional Ray. I think it’s true to say that we mostly tend to work in one or two of them, rarely all three, equally. 

But these categories soon break down, and, we do have to combine all three, in equal measure, if our magic is going to fully explore, and encompass and express all that we may be and if we are going to work properly, and fully, in assisting the earth, the Planetary Being, to become all she may be.  
As far as Hermetic Ray is concerned I think it’s generally agreed that DF’s work on the Qabala and her textbook on the subject can scarcely be bettered as a guide to the forms and forces of the Inner worlds as we understand them within the Western Mystery Tradition.  Whether or not the Qabala that we work with today bears any much resemblance to its origins in Hebrew Mysticism, it’s a comprehensive guide to the universe, and it works, very effectively. In order to work magically with the Planetary Being, we do have to see the whole picture. We have to know where, and how, the earth fits in to the universal pattern of creation. 

But the Qabala does seem to pay insufficient regard to the Mysteries of the sacred earth beneath our feet. In fact it has a strong tendency to suggest that we should not be looking in that direction at all. And there is little on the Tree of Life that helps us to really understand our relationship with the Faeries, or that works through our love of the natural created world. It tends to suggest that we are only likely to find God after a great deal of book learning and that sitting underneath an actual tree probably won’t help us very much. 
So we come to the Devotional Ray.  Dion Fortune said  “mystical devotion is the only valid key to occult operations…..” But I think we can say that her work in the Devotional Ray is largely ignored nowadays, even though it was stressed to her, by her Inner Plane guides, and stressed by her to her students, how essential it is.  It’s generally forgotten that she wrote, and herself regularly celebrated a version of the Christian Eucharist. She called it The Rite of the Master Jesus and it’s a very different kettle of fish to the Eucharist we would find in church. Most notably, it makes no reference at all to the crucifixion. It drives and drives a coach and horses through the doctrine of Apostolic Succession, encouraging everyone who works magically, to celebrate the Eucharist.  It contacts only the living Christ, whom she calls “…the Unseen Companion of the Heart.” 
And, it is deliberately written as a magical ritual, not a church ceremony, and it works with the powers and Inner dynamics normally associated with magical ritual. She says:  “The Mass…is the Ritual of the Cup, it is the calling down of power into a receptacle, that receptacle being the soul of man.”  
I’m not suggesting that Christianity is the only religion through which we can practice our magic of the Devotional Ray and work with the Planetary Being. But I think it’s worth reminding ourselves from time to time that this was a vital part of DF’s work, however surprised or uncomfortable we might now feel about it. This is where the true power is brought into our magical work.
But let’s move on to the Green Ray, because this is where we might best expect to find our lead from DF in our work with the Planetary Being. Although we think we know what we mean by the term Green Ray, actually it’s not that easy to define. It seems easy enough to say that Green Ray work is to do with natural, green things and the world of nature. Those who work within the Green Ray are more likely to be found dancing in the woods under the stars than sitting indoors learning the Hebrew letters. But this is what DF – or the Inner Plane contact she was mediating, – has to say about it:  “It is … liable to cause confusion if a “Ray” is associated with a special colour….” 
And that’s a very valuable comment. The very word ‘green’ does tend to limit our understanding of Green Ray magic because it inevitably suggests that it is focused primarily on the green things of the natural world rather than, or possibly even to the exclusion of, the worlds of reality that lie behind them. It’s rather a case of either Hermetic Magic, or Green Ray Magic. And yet we need both.
DF continues….”The Green Ray…is the true Ray of Mind (that can come as a surprise) and leads to the innermost sanctuaries of the “Mysteries.” So she is suggesting that Green Ray work is actually the goal of all magical work, the culmination of all our endeavours, the final step on the ladder into the Inner Planes of creation. Which is perhaps the opposite of what we might assume.
These phrases describing the Green Ray appear at the very end of her book The Cosmic Doctrine, a text that describes in great detail the fundamental and omnipresent pattern of form and force that is the building block of every aspect of creation. A pattern that permeates and supports everything: star clusters, galaxies, solar systems, planets, the human body, the cell of a plant, a group of people such as this.  
The purpose of The Cosmic Doctrine is to teach us how to open our awareness to this universal pattern, so according to our definition of magic it is one of the most magical books ever written. But the text is notoriously challenging, and unfortunately, the challenge of comprehending the first 99% of it often causes the reader to give up long before reaching the last two pages which really are the most important bit, that bit that the whole book leads up to.  The last two pages describe this world, this planet, here and now, and our relationship with it, and what we can do about it. 
The text distinguishes between three different aspects of the Planet Earth. The first and basic level is the physical body of the earth, which is what she calls The Planetary Being. This is the vast Elemental…composed of the consciousness of each one of its children – human, Faery and creature.  She continues: “All these are, or should be, one: and so they are, or should be, one in their relationship to each other; it is because that relationship has been shaken, broken and betrayed that so many ills have come to pass.”  


At the other end of the scale is the concept of what the earth will become, what it will be, one day, and this purely spiritual Being is referred to in the Cosmic Doctrine as the Planetary Entity. Just as we have a spiritual identity, even though we may have little idea for the moment as to what that identity may be, so the Planetary Entity is a purely spiritual Being, a Divine Spark, within the heart of the Earth, that expresses and contains the concept of what the earth will fully become at the end of its evolution. The Planetary Entity will only be fully realized when all those who live upon the earth have each individually become what they may be, having fully realized the reality of their own individual, unique, spark of Divinity.
In between these two extremes of body and spirit lies everything else, whether we’re thinking of our own body and spirit, or that of our planet. This breadth of manifestation is referred to in the Cosmic Doctrine as the Planetary Intelligence….the “Mind” of the Planet. Which is why DF refers to the Green Ray as “the true Ray of Mind that leads to the innermost sanctuaries of the “Mysteries.” 
It can be helpful in our understanding of this concept in relation to the earth, if we think of the vast range of expression that we ourselves contain between our body and our spirit, and the many ways in which we try to bring the two together. The same applies to the earth. The Planetary Mind, or Intelligence can be described and experienced in a hundred different ways, just as the way in which we might describe ourselves, at this moment in this lifetime, will be different to how others might describe us, or how we might have thought of ourselves in the past, or what we believe we may become in future lifetimes. To take just a couple of examples, The Cosmic Doctrine equates the Planetary Intelligence with the Archangel Sandalphon. We could also use the name Gaia, or Erda, or a hundred others names or images.

If we want to make a link between our own magical work, our own becoming, and the becoming of our planet, then this is the area we must work with, because the two are intimately linked. 
One of the secrets of working magically with all this is to discover how to connect them up in our mind and imagination. This can be done through a suitable image, or a story, or a symbol. Perhaps the most obvious way is to think in terms of the Intelligences of the planets Jupiter, Mercury, Saturn, Venus and Mars.  But there are many other ways, and our mythology of the Arthurian and Grail legends is a rich source of inspiration, where the diverse voices of the Planetary Intelligence can be found in a hundred different guises. Many of these stories originated as magical rituals, which is why they can so readily and successfully be reconstructed in magical ritual form.
As an example of how this can work in practice, I’m going to take the story of Gawain and Ragnell. Ragnell, you will remember, had been placed under an enchantment, so although she was actually extremely beautiful, she appeared to be gross and ugly, with very bad table manners, such that everyone avoided her.  But Gawain, one of the Knights of the Round Table, married her anyway. And on their wedding night, he embraced her fully and intimately as if she was beautiful, and to be treasured, upon which she instantly lost all her appearance of ugliness and reverted to her true appearance of great beauty. 
But, she told him, she would only appear beautiful either by night, or during the day, and which he would prefer? Gawain rehearsed the implications of this: if she was beautiful by day, everyone would think he had a glamorous wife, which would be good for his self-esteem. But if she was beautiful by night, this would be more to his personal advantage even though he might then be derided and pitied by his peers, during the day. However, his reply was that this was not his choice, it was hers. Which was the right answer, because as a result she became beautiful again both day and night. 
Now this story is usually interpreted as being a lesson for men in what women really want: in other words, that women want the right to make their own choices. But I think this won’t really do. We do have to look deeper than this. Because of course women want freedom of choice, and so do men. We all do, and we all know that we all do, and we all know really that this is hardly the stuff of mythology. And I think we also know that freedom of choice in any sense that holds any real meaning, cannot generally be handed to you, as a gift, by someone else. Real freedom of choice more usually comes about through personal realization, and as a result of our having achieved a measure of independence, whether this is physical independence, or emotional independence, or independence of thought or spiritual realization. 
So we need to ask a number of questions as to what is actually happening in this story, and in many other similar stories of this type. For example, why can Ragnell only be beautiful either during the day or the night? Who says so? And who is she, anyway, and why does it matter to us whether she appears beautiful or ugly? Who cares?! The unsatisfactory answer provided by the story is that she had been placed under an enchantment by her wicked stepmother, but I would like to suggest that the story is really about how we choose to think about the whole meaning of Ragnell, men and women. 

We’ll approach the deeper level of meaning of this story if we perceive Ragnell as a voice of the earth, an aspect of the Planetary Mind, and realise that how we perceive her is indicative of our relationship with the earth. The magical transformation apparently brought about by Gawain in regard to Ragnell was not that he appeared to be allowing her freedom of choice over her own appearance.  Her transformation had already been brought by his, literally, fully embracing her, as she was.  He held in his mind the image of her as perfectly beautiful, and he made this a reality by relating to her as if she was, already, what she might become. So he was making a magically empowered link between the Planetary Being and the Planetary Entity, and the result was a transformation.
A good parallel can be made with this story, and the way in which the earth is depicted in the Qabala. If you are familiar with the Tree of Life, you’ll know that the bottom sphere or Sephirah, called Malkuth, depicts the earth.  Traditionally, it is coloured to show the four elements, and the colours used are black, citrine, olive and russet. We all accept these colours, but we shouldn’t! They are Ragnell colours: nasty, sour yellow, dirty green, and muddy red. These are not the colours of earth. The colours of earth are fresh spring green, ripening corn yellow and scarlet berry red. If we each choose from now on to re-draw the Tree of Life with these colours at the foot, in Malkuth, to represent our Earth – or any colours that you feel more appropriate - we would be making a powerful piece of Talismanic magic.

And this is the magic of the Green Ray, because we who live on earth and have the unique ability to reach out, within our consciousness, to the highest spiritual realms, are able to communicate our realisations to the earth. But in order to do this, we have to comprehend the universal pattern that supports the reality of the green things of earth, and our work must be empowered by our spirit of Devotion.
I would say that you, today, gathered here at the beginning of the 21st century, are in the unique position of being the advance guard of the magical priesthood of the Aquarian Age. Dion Fortune established her Mystery School, now known as the Society of the Inner Light, in the 1920s and this does now begin to feel like a long time ago: we live in a very different world to that of Dion Fortune and her contemporaries. In the 1920s and 30s there was little idea of global warming, and the concept of the health of the planet was barely questioned. Much that in DF’s time remained the closely guarded secrets behind the locked doors of a magical fraternity is now out in the open, readily available to anyone. There are very few aspects of the Mysteries that have not been revealed, dissected, debunked and in many cases reduced to dust and ashes. And I think this entitles you to choose, or perhaps even to demand, from your position of knowledge, what a Mystery School should teach you, here and now. What do you ask from a magical fraternity, a Mystery School, in reasonable expectation that it will not only teach you the ways of magic, but that it will do so in a manner that fully embraces the very real and immediate concerns that affect you and the Planetary Being.  

I shall conclude with a few words from the work of the 17th century mystic, Thomas Traherne: “The end for which you were created is that by prizing all that God hath done, you may enjoy yourself and Him in blessedness…..Love finds every place a Temple, or makes it so. You never Enjoy the World aright, till the Sea it self floweth in your veins, till you are clothed with the Heavens, and Crowned with the Stars, and perceive yourself to be the Sole Heir of the whole World. And more than so, because all those within in it are every one Sole Heirs as well as you.”
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